the fire or the sea. No, they demand the Chief Magis-
tracy also. And why? Because they know that Hypatius
and the Greens are determined to end this menace to
our peace and liberty."

Going back to the theatre, she heard from lophon,
that litde groups had been passing the theatre door
shouting: "Impeach the Usurpers. Liberty. Hypatius."

She wondered much, what effect the candidature of
Justinian had had upon the plans of the Greens. In the
rush of rehearsal, she had little time for steady thought;
but gradually she came to see that the Greens knew the
helplessness of the Blues and meant to profit by it. She
judged that Nicanor's note had been sent to hurry on
the armed forces waiting to the north and west of The
City. Meanwhile armed gangs in The City began to
make their presence felt. The next morning, as she went
to the theatre, she saw some Green henchmen set upon
a young man and pluck from his tunic a Blue favour
that he was wearing. This they tore and flung into the
gutter. The same party, having done this, and told the
lad to get out of it if he did not want his head clubbed
open, suddenly charged at a shop by the roadside, which
bore a Blue sign. They hit the shopkeeper into the
midst of his goods, three of them swarmed up and tore
down the sign, while the others flung the goods within
reach into the street. It was all very swiftly done; there
was no resistance. She was deeply indignant, and cried:
"How dare you treat the poor man so?"

The men laughed and said: "You better not interfere,
lady. This doesn't concern you at all."

Some loiterers, who were Green partisans attending
the bullies, gathered at once and said: "That's the truth,
lady. This is no concern of yours. You get away and
keep out of this*"
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